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Scientific 

veracity

Scientific facts are accurate, and related 

vocabulary terms or processes are 

explained. The scientific basis of the writing 

is something that has been covered in class, 

but the explanation does not read like a 

word-for-word copy of class notes -- the 

science explanation is tailored to fit the 

event described in the writing.

Scientific facts are accurate. The scientific 

basis of the writing is something that has 

been covered in class. The writing uses 

vocabulary terms or processes that are 

explained.

Scientific facts are incorrect, or the writing 

does not reference any scientific topic from 

class.

Everyday 

relevance

Describes a direct connection to a real-life 

event or events. It is clear how people 

would encounter the scientific topic in 

everyday life. Describes the effect of the 

topic on people and/or ecosystems.

A scientifically-informed reader can guess at 

how the topic connects to everyday life, but 

a reader unfamiliar to this topic might not 

immediately see the connection. 

Does not reference how people would 

encounter the topic in everyday life, or the 

connection is unclear or confusing. Does 

not describe how the topic affects people 

or ecosystems.
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Entertainment

Enjoyable to read and does not feel like a 

chore to finish reading. At least one image 

is included that has an explained 

connection to the writing. After finishing 

the reading, the audience has more interest 

in the topic. The title incites curiosity and 

invites the reader to learn more by clicking 

through.

Reader occasionally has drifting interest, 

but can finish reading the post without 

putting in significant effort. Includes one 

image that does not have an explained or 

obvious connection to the writing. The title 

is more than a description of the scientific 

idea within, and is unusual or creative in 

some way.

Reader has to put in significant effort to 

stay motivated in order to finish reading. 

No images are included; or if they are, they 

have no obvious connection to the writing 

or their inclusion is not explained. The title 

does not create any curiosity/interest, or it 

only consists of scientific terms.

Writing

No spelling or grammar errors that detract 

from the reading experience. The writing 

style assists the reader in  understanding 

the information, no matter how complex 

the topic may be.

A few noticeable spelling or grammar 

errors, but the writing and information are 

still understandable. 

Spelling or grammar errors interfere with 

the reader's ability to understand the 

writing and information.
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